98             The Vedanta Philosophy.

meant as subjective only, as a confession of our
Inevitable ignorance of all that is transcendent,
the same ignorance which has been expressed
on this point with one accord by the greatest
philosophers. But very soon this Avidya was
conceived as an independent power. It was not
only personal Nescience, it was universal Ne-
science, a Nescience not only affecting the human
Self, but overshadowing for a time the Supreme
Self, the very Brdhman, which, as we saw, is
the substance of the human Self. Then the
question would no doubt be asked once more,
how can there be Nescience affecting the Supreme
Self, which is All in All, subject to nothing outside
it, because there is nothing outside it; which is
therefore perfect in every way ? The Vedantist
can only answer that it is so. It has often been
said that it is unsatisfactory for a philosopher if
he has no more to say than that it is so, without
being able to say, why it is so. But there is
a point in every system of philosophy where
a confession of ignorance is inevitable, and all
the greatest philosophers have had to confess
that there are limits to our understanding the